SEPT. 20 '21

POLITICAL PARTIES

NUTS & BOLTS OF PLATFORMS USING
A POVERTY LENS

There are 20+ registered eligible political parties in Canada. Each Party has a different position and proposes different strategies to address various issues.
The following information, excerpted from each party's website, media statements, and non-partisan resources, summarizes platforms of the four main parties representing Alberta, on basic points related to poverty.

Please visit each party's website for full details

Housing

CONSERVATIVE PARTY OF CANADA

GREEN PARTY OF CANADA

LIBERAL PARTY OF CANADA

CONSERVATIVES

GREENS

LIBERALS

Build a million homes in three years by

Apply tax on corporate owners of

Introduce a national tax of one per cent

to housing; incentivize the private sector to

unoccupied residences, in

annually on the value of non-resident,

higher density near federally funded transit.

addition to currently taxed

non-Canadian owned residential real

Alter the “mortgage stress test”

foreign homeowners.

estate that is vacant or underused.

requirements to help contractors, casual

Redefine the formula for

workers, etc.; remove stress test for

NDP

$2.5 billion and reallocate $1.3 billion in
existing funding to help build, repair or

Spend $14 billion building 500,000 units of affordable
housing in the next 10 years—half of them in next 5 years.
Establish “fast-start funds” to streamline the application
process to stimulate the creation of more co-op and
non-profit social housing.
Enact a 20% Foreign Buyer’s Tax on the sale of homes to
non-Canadian citizens or permanent residents.
Implement a 20% foreign buyers’ tax.

homeowners switching mortgage lenders.

“affordable” housing.

Create a federal residential ownership

Boost housing benefits, a federal-

Reallocate $300 million from the Rental

registry.

provincial program for rental

Construction Financing Initiative to help

moving to Canada from owning homes for

assistance.

convert excess commercial property to

two years.

Invest in co-operative housing

rental housing.

Double the Home Buyer’s Tax Credit to $1,500.

Increase the Home Accessibility Tax Credit

Provide model co-ownership agreements and offer

sector.

Double the Home Accessibility Tax

Stop foreigners who don’t live in or aren’t

to $10,000 per person.

Where to learn more

RESOURCES

Work toward ending homelessness within a decade.

switching 15 percent of federal real estate
give land for affordable housing; require

NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY

support 35,000 housing units.

Credit to provide up to an additional
$1,500.

Homeless Hub
Vote Housing 6
point Platform

Waive the federal portion of the GST/HST on the
construction of new affordable rental units.
Reintroduce 30-year terms for mortgages backed by the
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation for “entrylevel homes,” which the party says will allow for smaller
monthly payments.

CMHC-backed mortgages for co-ownership of homes.
Establish a “public beneficial ownership registry” to
increase transparency about property ownership, with
the aim of fighting money laundering, and require the
reporting of suspicious transactions.

Expand income security programs,

Income

Establish a Guaranteed Livable

Establish a $15 per hour federal minimum wage,

beginning with seniors and people with

that will rise with inflation; if lower than

disabilities, to build toward a point where

Income, a basic income at set at

provincial or territorial minimum wages, then

everyone has access to a guaranteed

higher rates prevail.

livable basic income.

Reduce the income level at which the Canada

Make the Canada Caregiver Tax Credit

family.

Workers Benefit starts to $22,944 for individuals,

When safe, launch a one-month Dine and

and $26,177 for families. The tax refund is up to

refundable so that low-income recipients

Discover Program that gives a 50 per cent

$2,400.

rebate for food and non-alcoholic drinks for

Make it easier for Canadians to find unclaimed

those dining from Monday to Wednesday.

federal assets (See Democracy & Governance.)

Double the residency deduction for the north,

Make Employment Insurance simpler and more

boost the basic amount in the intermediate zone

accessible, including uniform access to benefits

anyone who quits their job to go back to

to match the northern zone and add the

across regions, with $3.9 billion over three years.

school, provide child care, or protect health

Give Canadians a month-long “holiday” from
paying the five per cent federal goods and
services tax. (source)
Double the Canada Workers Benefit to a
maximum of $2,800 per person or $5,000 per

“livable” levels region by region

benefit.
$20 minimum wage
Sees enhancements to EI program,
including making the program available to

Northern Peninsula of Newfoundland, new parts

of immunocompromised family members

of northern Saskatchewan and new parts of

Vowing to “build towards” a guaranteed

northwestern B.C. to the zone.

livable income for all Canadians

Basic Income Alberta
Basic Income Canada
Network
Canadian Poverty Hub
Coalition Canada on
Basic Income
Communities Ending
Poverty
End Poverty Edmonton
Enough for All

Healthcare &
Pharmacare

Provide incentives to employers to provide mental health
coverage to employees.
Create a nationwide, three-digit suicide prevention hotline.
Within 100 days of forming the government, meet with
provinces to propose a new agreement that would boost
the annual growth rate of the Canada Health Transfer to at
least 6%, adding nearly $60 billion to system over 10 years.
Offer employers a tax credit of 25% of the cost of
additional mental health coverage for first 3 years after
adding it to employee benefit plans.
Pilot program to provide $150 million over 3 years in grants
to nonprofits & charities delivering mental health & wellness
programs.
Invest $325 over 3 years to create 1,000 residential drug
treatment beds & build 50 recovery community centres.
Reinstate the 10-day waiting period for MAID, restore the
requirement for 2independent witnesses to be present &

Provide $4 billion to help provinces and territories clear health-care

Establish prescription drug coverage for every Canadian citizen and permanent

system backlogs caused by the pandemic.

resident starting in 2022, using $10 billion in federal funds and working with the

Aid trauma and PTSD programs for populations at highest risk of COVID-

provinces.

Create a national safe

19 trauma with $50 million over two years.

supply as a harm reduction

for mental health projects aimed at helping populations most impacted

tool to prevent illicit drug

Provide $100 million over three years to Public Health Agency of Canada

Work with provinces to develop public infrastructure for secure, accessible virtual
health care.
Identify impending gaps and make a plan to recruit and train the medical
professionals who will be needed.

by COVID-19, including frontline workers and racialized Canadians.

Regulate natural health products with stand-alone legislation.

Add $250 million over three years for expanded clinical research through

End private, for-profit long-term care and bring these facilities under “the public

the Canadian Institutes of Health Research Clinical Trials Fund.

umbrella.”

Address antimicrobial resistance by giving $28.6 million over five years to

Develop national standards for home care and long-term care, regulated by the
same principles as the Canada Health Act, with funding tied to meeting standards,

overdoses.

the Public Health Agency of Canada, Health Canada & Canadian Food

Develop a national mental

Honour the 100th anniversary of the discovery of insulin with a Diabetes

Work with provinces to create a “roadmap” to incorporating universal dental care

Challenge Prize of $10 million over five years for novel approaches to

into the public healthcare system.

prevention, testing and risks, as well as $25 million over five years for

Establish mental health care for uninsured Canadians.

health strategy.
Create a universal
pharmacare program.

Inspection Agency.

research into diabetes.
Implement a Clinical Trials Fund with $250 million over three years to the
Canadian Institutes of Health Research, as well as $30 million over two

with mental health challenges.

insurance plans.

Establish a national perinatal mental health strategy to support families before and
after the birth of a child.
Declare a public health emergency on the opioid crisis.
Work with provinces and healthcare professionals to create a safe supply of
medically regulated alternatives to street drugs, support overdose prevention sites

Support people dealing with problematic substance use by adding $116

and expand access to treatment on demand.

million over two years to the Substance Use and Addictions Program.

Launch an investigation into the role of drug companies in the crisis and seek

million over 5 years.

financial compensation for the public costs.
Enforce the Canada Health Act to require all provinces to make medical and
surgical abortion available in all areas of the country.

Construct eight plasma collection sites across country, with $20 million

Double direct federal investments in palliative care. (source)

End the ban on blood donation by men who have sex with other men, moving

over three years.

instead to behaviour-based screening based on public health evidence.

Harmonize ICU training to ensure that ICU credentials are

Provide better palliative and end-of-life care with $29.8 million over six

Work with provinces to ensure equal access to gender-confirming surgery and

years, and ensure the medical-assistance-in-dying framework is

medication and that these services are covered by public health plans.

transferable among jurisdictions.

Policy Alternatives
Canadian Institute for

and a basket of core home care services that would be covered by provincial

years to fund pediatric cancer research.

Establish a National Institute for Women’s Health Research with $20

repeal the provision of Bill C-7 that allows MAID for patients

Canadian Centre for

Health Information
Health Care Can
2019 Report A
prescription for
Canada 2019 Advisory

implemented consistently with $13.2 million over 5 years.

Childcare

Change the Child Care Expense
deduction into a refundable tax credit,
worth up to 75% of child care costs for
lower income families; families with

Green Party releasing
platforms day to day.

incomes of up to $150,000 can claim
some benefits.
Allow parents to work up to $1,000 a
month while on parental leave.
Extend EI parental leave for up to 8
weeks after the death of an infant.

Full platform shared
September 20th, 2021

50% reduction in average fees for early

Provide relief funds to re-open non-profit

learning and child care by end of next year

childcare centres that closed during COVID-

Reduce child care fees to

19.

$10 per day on
average within next five years –

Work with the provinces to build a universal

everywhere outside of Que.

$10 per day childcare system (Note: there is

Invest up to $30 billion over the next 5

no monetary figure attached to this pledge).

years – minimum of $9.2 billion per year –
to make Canada-wide child care system
“a reality
Invest in Indigenous early learning and

Enhance benefits to parents who adopt

child care with $1.4 billion over 5 years,

children.

including $264 million to repair and
renovate existing centres and $420 million
to build new ones.

(source)
Create a special new parental leave that
allows parents to take a shorter leave at a
higher financial replacement rate. (source)
Allow self-employed workers to opt-in to
parental benefits at any point before taking
leave. (source)
Double the length of parental leave for
parents of multiples

Women Work &
COVID-19
Public Interest Alberta
$ 10 A day
Canadian Centre for
Policy Alternatives
(the Monitor)
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Accessibility

CONSERVATIVE PARTY OF CANADA

GREEN PARTY OF CANADA

LIBERAL PARTY OF CANADA

CONSERVATIVES

GREENS

LIBERALS

Increase the disability supplement from $713

Establish apanel to provide recommendations for establishing an

NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY

NDP

Aging at Home Benefit
Introduce a 1-800 help line for seniors to provide a single point of

Accessible Canada Act to make and enforce

for care and staffing levels

access to a wide range of government services and benefits.

accessibility standards more quickly and

employment income to disability benefits.

at long-term care facilities

Disability and other federal benefits and programs to ensure they

the Enabling Accessibility Fund (make small

under Canada Health Act;

Re-introduce a Disability Benefit Act which will create a direct

Restore door-to-door mail delivery.

monthly payment, the Canada Disability Benefit, for low-income

businesses more accessible, assistive

eliminate for-profit service

Build accessible housing communities across the

Canadians with disabilities ages 18-64.

technology and improve programs that

Green Party releases

with disabilities. This strategy will be focused on supports for

platforms day to day

an investment in the Ready, Willing and Able inclusive hiring

Commit an additional $80 million a year to

encourage participation in the workforce.)
Make it easier to qualify for the Disability Tax
Credit & RDSP (reducing hours from 14 to 10)

Undertake a review of access to the Disability Tax Credit, CPPare available to people experiencing mental health challenges

Develop and implement an employment strategy for Canadians
creating inclusive and welcoming workplaces. It will also include
program to support individuals with intellectual disabilities and
autism spectrum disorder (ASD).
Create a new stream of the Youth Employment and Skills

Implement a Lifelong Disability Benefit for

Strategy Program (YESS) to support 5000 opportunities a year

moderately to severely injured veterans

RESOURCES

Uphold the UNCRPD and strengthen the

Create national standards

Work with provinces to reduce penalties of

to $1,500.

Where to learn more

efficiently.
Expand disability employment programs.

country.
Develop a national autism strategy that will
focus on research, access to services,

Inclusion Canada
Election Kit
Disability without Poverty
Council of Canadians
with Disabilities

employment, and accessible housing options.
Create a pilot project to allow people with
episodic illnesses and disabilities to use sickness
benefits one day at a time.

for young people. This would help young Canadians with
disabilities gain the skills, experience, and abilities they need to
make a successful transition into the labour market and build
successful careers

Improve the Nutrition North Canada program so

Food

school nutrition program that will

access to traditional foods and alleviate the high

funding to partnering with the private sector to

Nunatsiavut, Nunavut, Nunavik, and the Inuvialuit

municipalities to establish a national

$8 million per year in ongoing funding, to increase

include redirecting federal agricultural research

Work with governments and communities in

Partner with provinces and

million over five years beginning in 2019-2020 and

Implement a food security strategy that would

greenhouses.

Green Party releasing

costs associated with hunting and harvesting.

provide every child with healthy food

Continue 2019 Food Policy for Canada, including

and food literacy skills.

platforms day to day.

the Local Food Infrastructure Fund to help local

Create a Canadian Food Strategy to

organizations pay for equipment like refrigerated
trucks, or programs like community gardens in low-

marine fisheries.

income neighbourhoods. Add $10 million in 2021-

investing in agricultural communities,

22 to Local Food Infrastructure Fund (originally

supporting new farmers and ensuring

fishing, seafood fraud, and ghost gear.
Lower food prices by increasing the maximum fine

Full platform shared
September 20th, 2021

$50 million program over five years starting in

that rural livelihoods are sustainable.

2019-20).

Develop a national food waste strategy

for price-fixing food from $24 million to $100

Commit $100 million to the Emergency Food

million, introducing criminal penalties for

Security Fund in 2021-22 to go towards food

to reduce the amount of food currently

executives price-fixing food, & implementing a

banks and local food organizations that operated

ending up in the garbage.

“tough code of conduct” to protect suppliers &

throughout the pandemic (in addition to $100

promote grocery competition.

million committed in April 2020).

Create opportunities in federal procurement for Indigenous and Black businesses.

Fund and implement Truth and Reconciliation Calls to Action

Support access to trauma-informed, Indigenous-led mental health and wellness

71 to 76 involving missing children.

policing in Nunavut.
Fully implement the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the TRC’s 94

creation of Indigenous protected and conserved areas

Nations communities and on Indigenous lands,

communities, including impacts of extreme weather events, with $125.2 million

managed and stewarded by Indigenous guardians.

through partnerships with Indigenous people,

with an initial $5 billion of capital, that would support First
Nations and Inuit organizations seeking to purchase equity

Implement the calls for justice from the National

stakes in major projects.

Inquiry in Missing and Murdered Woman and

Provide $4 million over three years in targeted funding for the

Girls (MMIW)

hiring and training of local and regional economic
development officers, to encourage Indigenous business
success; modernize the First Nations Land Management Act;

Implement immediately all the calls to action
from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission

the country’s laws, policies and practices follow human rights commitments, including cultural and
land rights and rights to self-determination and self-government, and establish through legislation a

Increase the hiring of nurses and other medical professionals in isolated First

National Council for Reconciliation to provide oversight and accountability for this process.

Provide more than $6 billion over five years to support infrastructure maintenance

Provide funds to communities to commemorate a National Day for TRC.
Fully fund the search for gravesites at former residential schools, along with the maintenance,
commemoration, reburial and protection of residential school cemeteries and establishing memorials

and construction in Indigenous communities, as well as continue First Nations’

to those who died.

community access to clean water and services with $125.2 million over four

Appoint a special prosecutor to pursue those who enacted harm in residential schools, and require

years.
Reduce travel costs for Northerners without employer benefits by allowing claims
of up to $1,200 in eligible expenses, for a cost of $125 million over five years.
Expand the Aboriginal Entrepreneurship Program to support Indigenous-led
businesses and communities, with an investment of $42 million over three years;

churches and governments hand over all records that may assist in identifying children in unmarked
graves or identifying those who were involved in their deaths.
child welfare services on reserves, work to implement the Spirit Bear Plan and immediately end
government litigation against Indigenous children.
Fully implement Jordan’s Principle, working with provinces to end delays and ensure access to health
and educational services, end the court challenge and ensure Jordan’s Principle applies to children

into residential schools.

invest $22 million over three years to increase the number of Indigenous women

Spend $25 million on a national police support and

Provide sustainable funding for new and existing

Invest an additional $2.2 billion over five years to build a safer and more

National Housing Strategy within the first 100 days in office.

inclusive society, in response to the national tragedy of missing and MMIW

Expand financial assistance for post-secondary education for Indigenous children who grew up in

community training program to reduce incarceration rates of
Indigenous people.
Recognize safe drinking water as a fundamental human right
and end long-term drinking water advisories; target high-risk
water systems; work with Indigenous communities to ensure
water systems investments are protected.

Indigenous healing centres to address the harms
caused by residential schools.
Stop government’s fight against Canadian
Human Rights Tribunal rulings on Indigenous
children in care.

Provide $1 billion over 5 years to boost funding for Indigenous

murdered and girls, including $275 million to support Indigenous peoples’

Work with Indigenous communities to implement a co-developed and fully-funded Indigenous

care.
Work with the provinces to establish Indigenous history education programs based on the TRC’s Calls
to Action, & ensure the development and implementation of these programs is led by Indigenous

systems free of racism and discrimination.

people.

Provide $12.4 million over five years to Canadian Heritage to honour the survivors

Build a treatment centre for residents affected by long-term mercury exposure, & compensate
families affected by mercury poisoning in Grassy Narrows.
Create a Northern Infrastructure Fund to fast-track investment to improve infrastructure such as roads

Develop an Indigenous data governance strategy so as to unmask inequalities

& broadband internet.

and ensure effective program deliveries with $81.5 million over three years.

Implement the Calls for Justice from the National Inquiry into MMIW and Girls, including establishing a

Negotiate agreements with interested Indigenous governments to enable them to
raise tax revenues on their lands.

mental health and drug treatment programs.

living off-reserve as well.

reclamation of Indigenous languages and $126.7 million to promote health

of residential schools and commemorate their legacy.

Campaign

Assembly of First
Nations "Healing Path
Forward"

Implement the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal orders that require the government to equally fund

and develop an Indigenous Business Mentorship Program.

entrepreneurs.

"Eat, think, Vote"

Calls to Action.
Work with Indigenous peoples to co-develop a National Action Plan for Reconciliation to ensure that

over 4 years.
Nations communities, at a cost of $354 million over five years.

Food Secure Canada

long-term, sufficient and equitable funding, while also allowing Inuit to independently oversee

Indian Residential Schools Health Supports Program and Crisis Line.

and UNDRIP principles of self-determination

Beyond Hunger

Establish a First Nations justice and policing strategy and make policing an essential service with

services, for $597.6 million over three years, including renewing funding of the

Ramp up renewable energy development in First

Create a Canadian Indigenous Opportunities Corporation,

Centres Canada

Indigenous food sovereignty

Work with Indigenous communities including by expanding the

Manage the health impacts of climate change on First Nations & Inuit

Community Food

address regional needs and priorities by

Settlement Region to develop community-based
Address illegal, unreported, and unregulated

TRC

of Nutrition North Canada), that commits $40

have access to affordable, healthy food.

grow more crops in Canada year-round in

Truth &
Reconciliation

Continue Harvesters Support Grant program (part

that it achieves the goal of ensuring northerners

National Centre for
Truth and
Reconciliation Reports
(Manitoba)

comprehensive plan to address violence & ensure that anyone fleeing it has access to culturally
appropriate programming, emergency shelters & transitional housing.
Ensure full gender equality for First Nations status so that Indigenous women can pass on the ability to
qualify for Indian status registration to their children.

Racism

Ban conversion therapy and “clarify that the ban
does not criminalize non-coercise
conversations.”
Make interfering with infrastructure or public
transportation, including through some protests,
a Criminal Code offence.

Green Party releasing
platforms day to day.

when they investigate a complaint of alleged
domestic violence.
Make the Rainbow Refugee Assistance Project
permanent (See Immigration & Refugees).
For women with children living in women’s
shelters, expand the Canada Child Benefit by
$500 per month per child for the first year and
$250 per month per child for the second year.

Ensure that all major cities have dedicated hate crime units in their

Racialized Communities Legal Support Initiative.

hate, ensuring that social media platforms are legally responsible for

Add $216.4 million over five years to the Youth
Justice Services Funding Program to support
diversion programs and help the
overrepresentation of Indigenous, Black and
other racialized groups.

Enact Clare’s Law, requiring police to notify a
victim of a suspect’s relevant criminal history

Provide $21.5 million over five years for the

Full platform shared
September 20th, 2021

local police forces and convene a national working group on online
removing hateful and extremist content.
Prioritize the collection of race-based data on health, employment,
policing and other areas with the goal of improving outcomes, working
with the province to improve data collection and develop reporting and
accountability measures.
Ban carding by the RCMP and work with local partners to end this
practice in all jurisdictions in the country.
Create a national task force to develop a “roadmap” to end the

Reduce pardon application fees and create an

overrepresentation of Indigenous and Black Canadians in the federal

online application portal with $88.2 million over

Conduct a review of existing employment equity rules in order to close

prison population.

five years.

the radicalized wage gap, strengthening labour laws and ensuring

Amend the Judges Act to freeze the pension

industries.

entitlements of a judge, as of when the
Canadian Judicial Council recommends that

equitable hiring in the federal public service and in federally regulated
Implement a federal use-of-force standard with a zero-tolerance
policy for inappropriate use of force by police.
Create a national action plan to deal with white supremacist and neo-

person’s removal from office.

Nazi organizations and dismantle far-right extremist groups, including

Re-establish the Law Commission of Canada to

incidents and their movement through the justice system.

provide guidance on key legal questions.

establishing national standards for identifying and recording hate
Proactively expunge criminal records for people convicted of minor
cannabis possession.
Increase federal funding to legal aid programs across the country.

Alberta Racism
Advisory Council
Building a
Foundation for
Change: Canada's
Anti-racism
strategy

Where to learn more
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Education

CONSERVATIVE PARTY OF CANADA

GREEN PARTY OF CANADA

LIBERAL PARTY OF CANADA

CONSERVATIVES

GREENS

LIBERALS
Increase the threshold for repayment assistance for

Abolish

Create a fund to incentivize educational
institutions & private sector organizations to
partner with women’s shelters to provide
career training for the women they serve
Work with the Council of Ministers of
Education to promote humane education as

post-secondary student
tuition.
Forgive all federally

part of education on the environment and
sustainability

held student debt.

Strengthening education in Commonwealth
countries to provide affordable education to
larger numbers of people using open, distance

student loans from $25,000 to $40,000 a year and
reduce cap on monthly payments from 20 to 10 per cent

NDP
Remove interest permanently on all federal
student loans.

of household income.

Give new graduates a five-year moratorium

Continue the waiver of interest accrual of Canada

on student loan payments.

Student Loans and Canada Apprentice Loans until

Permanently double non-repayable Canada

March 2023, at a cost of $392.7 million.
Extend the doubling of the Canada Student Grants to

Student Grants.

$6,000 for full-time students until July 2023.

Eliminate interest from federal student

Expand enhanced grants and repayment assistance for

loans and introduce a “targeted debt

students whose disabilities are prolonged but not

forgiveness program that forgives up to

always permanent, at a cost of $429 over four years.
Help keep vulnerable children and youth in school

Work with provinces to cap and reduce

a $118.4-million, two-year pilot expansion of federal

tuition fees, “building toward” making post-

investments.

secondary education free and part of the

Funding educational initiatives that teach

Help three million students gain coding and digital skills
through CanCode, with $80 million over three years.

Where to learn more
Friday

RESOURCES

Alberta Teachers
Association
Canadian Teachers
Federation

$20,000 in student debt.

through after-school programs and other supports with

and technology-based learning
Canadians about veterans’ service and

NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY

public education system.

Transform Aurora College in the Northwest Territories to

Canada’s place in the world.

a polytechnic university, with $8 million over two years.

Expand public transit within & between

Public
Transportation

-Zero emission vehicles

Create a “census of the environment” to monitor

communities across Canada.

trends, with $25.6 million over five years to

Ensure that federal transit funding flows

Statistics Canada. (source)

with an emphasis on scaling up low carbon

transportation, which will revitalize our

Invest $5 billion over seven years in the Net Zero

transit projects like zero-emissions buses

communities, keep people safe, and

Accelerator to help companies reduce emissions

and electric trains with the goal of

without which we will not meet our

Codes for zero-emission vehicle charging and

People in Canada need accessible,
affordable, safe, and green

climate targets.
The Green Party of Canada calls on
governments, both federal and

fueling stations, with $56.1 million over five years;
and another $67.4 million over seven years to
measure commercial transactions of low-carbon
fuels.

electrifying transit and other municipal

Canadian Urban
Transit Association

fleets by 2030.
Help municipalities build towards fare-free
transit to ease commutes,
Help people make ends meet and lower

provincial, to make public

emissions. To help replace the loss of

transportation a priority and to ensure

Greyhound routes, we’ll develop a public

people in Canada have access to safe,

inter-city bus system.

reliable, and affordable transportation

Promote smart community planning and

in every community. (media release May

active transportation like walking and

2021)

cycling.

Help homeowners undertake energy efficiency upgrades

Expand the creation of Indigenous

Environment

Protected and Conserved Areas
Introduce low carbon savings
accounts
More zero-emission vehicles in
Canada
Carbon border tariffs
Reduce carbon emissions from
industry and meet our Paris

through interest-free loans of up to $40,000, through

Target 60 per cent reduction in

giving $4.4 billion over five years to the Canada

GHG emission by 2030, with

Change the Climate Action Incentive payment to a

per cent below 2005 levels by 2030,

quarterly payment

National Crisis Strategy to help communities

Train 1,000 new community-based firefighters and

reduce and react to climate risks and extreme

End new pipeline construction,

purchase equipment because of extreme weather

weather, with long-term funding for adaptation,

fracking and oil and gas

$2.3 billion over five years to achieve the 2025 target of

clear timelines.

exploration projects and use
those funds to invest in the
infrastructure and green sectors.

Mortgage and Housing Corporation

events.
protecting 25 per cent of the nation’s area, plus $976.8
million to meet the same goal in the oceans
$36.8 million over three years for R&D for battery mineral

Canadians

infrastructure.
Offer low-interest loans to households making
energy-efficient improvements, with targeted
supports for low-income households and renters

Return to farmers in “backstop” jurisdictions—including

Extend federal incentives for Zero emission

price of pollution.

Council of

disaster mitigation and climate-resilient

processing and refining.
Alberta and Ontario—an estimated $100 million from the

commitment while keeping pace with

Set a target of reducing carbon emissions to 50

vehicles ZEV
Move forward related technologies such as

the US and the EU.

Enhance wildlife preparedness in national parks with
$100.6 million over five years, plus another $28.7 million

hydrogen, batteries, and energy storage

Investing $5 billion in Carbon Capture

to map areas in northern Canada at risk of wildfires.

solutions

Utilization &Storage CCUS

Require unvaccinated federal workers to pass a COVID-19 rapid test each day as

Pandemic
Recovery

Require a vaccine mandate for federal public

well as have unvaccinated passengers on buses, planes and other transports to

servants plus for employees of federally

show the results of a recent negative test or pass a rapid test.
Call an immediate public inquiry to examine the government’s pandemic response.
Overhaul Canada’s Pandemic Plan and preparedness to include domestic vaccine
research, trials development and manufacturing capacity and readiness; and to
include a focus on infectious diseases and bioterrorism threats; create the
“homegrown development and production” of vaccines by Canadian firms, “such as
Providence Therapeutics, Sanofi, Medicago and others.”
Overhaul the National Emergency Stockpile System, federal lab testing processes,
public health intelligence gathering systems and risk communications infrastructure.
Develop a national system for sharing data across jurisdictions on pathogen
transmission, immunity levels, and vaccination rates.
End the importation of and trade in wild or exotic animals and their products that
carry an elevated risk of spreading zoonotic diseases.
Establish a threat-level warning system to assign risk levels from a scale of 1-5 for
Canadians when a new virus is detected.
Assign ultimate responsibility for the Public Health Agency of Canada to a qualified
physician and public health expert with field and front line experience.
Restore the dual leadership role of the National Microbiology Lab in Winnipeg,
within the Public Health Agency of Canada, and maintain access security and
stringent screening protocols at the lab.
Reinstate the tariff on imported personal protective equipment (PPE); help
manufacturing of essential public health equipment and pharmaceuticals in
Canada by having governments favour Canadian producers.
Prevent travelers from areas where new variants are detected from entering
Canada.
Require a rapid test (or a PCR) test of everyone entering Canada.
Speed up the approval of rapid tests approved by other jurisdictions, such as the
U.K., U.S., the European Union and Taiwan.
Stop the export of deadly viruses to “jurisdictions that cannot be trusted.”
Restart the Global Public Health Intelligence Network.

A National Residential Tenant
Support Benefit (RTSB) to address the
looming national crisis of evictions
due to accumulated rent arrears
brought on by loss of income during
the pandemic. (Media release April
2021)

regulated air, rail and marine transportation

Enforce a vaccine mandate for federal

sectors as well as commercial passengers on

workers, with the government offering

planes, interprovincial trains and overnight

paid leave to get the shots; expect

marine vessels.

collective agreements “include a

Allocate up to $375 million to our international

process for progressive discipline, up to

COVID-19 response, especially health issues in
developing nations.
Give $2.2 billion over seven years to build and

and including termination.”
Establish a Crown corporation in

expand the life sciences sector including $60

charge of domestic vaccine production.

million for the Vaccine and Infectious Disease

Protect in law the independence of the

Organization and $45 million to the Stem Cell

Chief Public Health Officer and require

Network.
Support large airports invest in COVID-19 testing

them to report annually to Parliament

infrastructure with $82.5 million.

with recommendations to improving the

Help the Canadian Air Transport Security

country’s emergency preparedness.

Authority improve screening practices to prevent
the transmission of COVID-19 with $271 million.

Government of
Canada Pandemic
Plans
World Health
Organization
Statistics Canada
Layoffs Since COVID19 Chart

FEDERAL VOTER FORUM
Housing

Tuesday, September 7, 2021
6:00 TO 8:00 P.M.
(Register online)

Income

Healthcare &
Pharmacare

Accessibility

Education

Food Insecurity

Transportation

Truth &
Reconciliation

Environment

Racism

Pandemic
Recovery

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_wmcMbEwMTASf6Vy6Ynd0qQ

Childcare

NUTS & BOLTS OF FEDERAL PARTIES
USING
A POVERTY LENS (Online forum)
ASL and CART provided

FEDERAL VOTER FORUM
Tuesday, September 7, 2021
From 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. (On Zoom)

6:00 pm

Welcome

6:10 pm

Overview of poverty lens & speakers

6:45 pm

Community Discussion

7:30 pm

Reflections from Candidates

7:40 pm

Vote Literacy

8 pm

Closing

Housing

Income

Healthcare &
Pharmacare

Childcare

ASL and CART provided

NUTS & BOLTS OF FEDERAL PARTIES
USING A POVERTY LENS (Online forum)

Accessibility

Education

Food Insecurity

Transportation

Truth &
Reconciliation

Environment

Racism

Pandemic
Recovery

FEDERAL VOTER FORUM
References used for plain language guide
1. 2021 federal election platform tracker: Where each party stands so far, Bloomberg
https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/2021-federal-election-platform-tracker-where-each-party-stands-so-far1.1639592
2. 2021 Election Platform Guide McLeans Magazine https://www.macleans.ca/rankings/2021-federalelection-platform-guide/
3. Democratic Engagement Exchange (Non-partisan vote literacy)https://www.engagedemocracy.ca/federal-elections-101
4. Ways to Vote (Elections Canada) https://www.elections.ca/content2.aspx?
section=vote&document=index&lang=e

NUTS & BOLTS OF FEDERAL PARTIES
USING A POVERTY LENS (Online forum)
ASL and CART provided

FEDERAL VOTER FORUM

Registration link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_wmcMbEwMTASf6Vy6Ynd0qQ

Hashtags for election
#elxn44 #cdnpoli #polcan #ItsOurVote #CestNotreVote
Additionally, Twitter said that through the first half of 2021, ‘#cdnpoli’ was the most tweeted
made-in-Canada hashtag. Further, only #COVID19 had more Canadian mentions among all
hashtags in 2021.
#votehousing and #votezlogement @votehousingca.

Read more at MobileSyrup.com: Twitter rolls out new emoji for the Canadian
election

FEDERAL VOTER FORUM
List of Speakers Each organization will provide a 5-minute overview
Housing - Vote Housing
Income - End Poverty Edmonton
Healthcare/Pharmacare - Friends of Medicare
Childcare - Women's Centre of Calgary
Food - Alex Community Food Centre
Accessibility - Voice of Albertans with Disabilities
Education - Alberta Teachers' Association
Race Relations - Action Dignity
Truth and Reconciliation- Enough for All/Vibrant Communities Calgary
Voter Literacy- Apathy is Boring

FEDERAL VOTER FORUM
Disclaimer:
The following groups helped pull this information together and it is to the best of our knowledge (as each party is
rolling out platforms up until September 20, 2021); this is a non-partisan working document.
The purpose of this forum is to help introduce the nuts and bolts of the official parties representing Alberta with the
understanding there are 20 parties running for a federal seat in the 44th election.
We have provided some links to additional resources to learn more about poverty and the connections to
reducing/ending poverty at the national level when possible.
ASL and CART sponsored by Voice of Albertans and Disability Action Hall

